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Family court can be confusing and hard to figure out. 

This guide will help you understand the steps of a family court case in Nevada. 

We’ll cover everything from first filing a petition to the actual trial. You’ll learn about what happens during 
discovery, pre-trial conferences, and other important things to keep in mind. 

Let’s take this journey together and make sure you leave feeling like an expert!

FILING A PETITION OR COMPLAINT
If you need to start a family case in Nevada, the first thing to do is fill out a petition/complaint. This form 
lets the court know what you want them to decide– like if you’re getting divorced or figuring out custody 
and child support. It’s important to make sure your complaint is accurate and complete so that all your 
wishes are included. So take the time to get it right!

Choosing the Correct Document:

In Nevada, if you have to go to court for something related to your family, the type of paperwork 
you need to fill out depends on why you’re going. Whether it’s a divorce, deciding who takes 
care of your kids, sharing money or belongings after a split, or something else, choosing the right 
paperwork is key. It’s your first opportunity to get what you want from the court.

Required Information:
If you’re ready to file a petition, you’ll need to give the court some key details. This includes your 
name and contact info, the other person’s name and address, anything related to marriage or 
relationships, and details about any kids. Don’t forget to share exactly what the problem is that 
needs to be solved!

Legal Grounds:
Depending on the nature of your case, you may need to state the legal grounds on which you are 
seeking relief. For example, in a divorce petition, you may need to cite irreconcilable differences or 
a specific fault-based ground, such as adultery or cruelty. It’s important to consult Nevada’s family 
law statutes or consult with an attorney to understand the specific legal grounds applicable to your 
situation.

Filing Fees and Forms:
Filing a petition involves paying a filing fee, which varies depending on the specific court and 
type of petition. If you are unable to afford the filing fee, you may be eligible for a fee waiver or 
deferral. Additionally, you will need to complete and submit the required forms along with the 
petition. These forms can be obtained from the court clerk’s office or their website.

Serving the Petition:
Once you start the legal process, you need to make sure the other person knows about it. This 
involves following Nevada’s rules for service. Depending on the type of case, you may need to 
have someone personally deliver papers to the other side. In some cases, sending papers through 
certified mail may work. It’s important that the other side understands what’s going on and has time 
to respond. We’ll talk more about this in a second. 
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Timelines and Deadlines:
If you’re thinking of filing a petition in Nevada, time is of the essence! You’ll need to comply with 
certain deadlines or else your case might be dismissed. Get to know the laws and court rules, 
or talk to a lawyer for help meeting the time requirements. Doing so will ensure everything goes 
smoothly.

Legal Assistance:
Dealing with family law can be tricky and intense. To make sure everything goes smoothly, it’s a 
smart idea to get help from a lawyer who specializes in this stuff. They’ll show you the way, double-
check all your paperwork, and explain what your rights are and what could happen. Get some 
expert guidance on this important situation!

If you’re in Nevada and looking to start a family court case, filing a petition is your first move. To get the 
best results, take the time to gather the facts, know the rules, and reach out for help from an expert. You’ll 
be better prepared for success!

SERVICE OF PROCESS
Once you’ve submitted your petition, it’s time to inform the other party. This ‘service of process’ makes sure 
that everyone is aware of the legal arrangements and gets their chance to respond.

Purpose of Service of Process:

Serving legal papers is like a knock on the door - it’s how we let the other person know that 
something is going on. It’s a way of making sure that everyone has a chance to be heard in court. 
This right is protected by our Constitution, so no one can be left out of important decisions.

Methods of Service:

In Nevada, there are several methods available for serving the petition and related documents to 
the other party. The type of service method you can use depends on the type of case you have. 

These methods include:

	◊ Personal Service: The petition and documents are physically delivered to the other party by 
an individual who is not a party to the case and who is at least 18 years old.

	◊ Certified Mail: The petition and documents are sent to the other party through certified mail 
with a return receipt requested. The green card or receipt serves as proof of service.

	◊ Process Server: A professional process server is hired to personally deliver the documents 
to the other party. The process server must follow specific rules and regulations to ensure 
proper service.

Service by Publication:

If the other person can’t be found, Nevada law allows you to notify them of legal action in a 
special way. You can publish a notice about the case in newspapers or publications that the court 
approves - this is called service by publication. It’s usually only used if all other options don’t work 
and requires the court’s approval.
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Proof of Service:

After giving the papers to the other person, it is very important to get a document that shows you 
did it the right way. It could be a signed statement from them, proof of mail delivery, or a note from 
someone who helped you deliver it. Get that proof and make sure you’re in the clear!

Timelines for Service:

If you’re in Nevada and you need to serve someone with a petition, make sure you act fast! 
Different cases have different timelines for service, so it’s important to check out the state’s laws or 
get legal advice to stay on top of it. Keep an eye on the clock, and make sure you follow the rules.

Service on Out-of-State Parties:

Serving legal documents to someone who doesn’t live in Nevada can be tricky and needs extra 
care. It may involve following rules from the state they’re in or using a special international 
agreement known as The Hague Service Convention. To make sure you handle it right, you should 
talk to a lawyer who knows about serving papers outside of Nevada.

Consequences of Improper Service:

Failing to serve someone correctly can really mess up your case. Without proper service, the court 
might not be able to make decisions about the other person – which could lead to long waits and 
even the end of your case. To protect yourself legally, make sure you serve people properly.

Serving your legal papers is an essential part of the family court process in Nevada. To make sure you 
stay on track, get help from a knowledgeable attorney to guide you through it and ensure you follow all 
the rules. Don’t miss this important step!

RESPONSE AND COUNTERPETITION
Filing a petition isn’t the end of the story! The other person then has to send back their answer. They may 
even add something extra, like their own demands. Don’t forget to thoroughly inspect the response and 
counterpetition as they will decide the outcome of your case.

Responding to the Petition:

Once a party is served with a petition, they are typically required to file a response within a specific 
timeframe as prescribed by Nevada’s rules of civil procedure. The response is an opportunity for 
the responding party to address the allegations and requests made in the petition. It is important to 
note that failure to file a timely response may result in a default judgment in favor of the petitioner.

Contents of the Response:

When someone files a legal document against you, Nevada law says you need to answer it 
quickly. Your response is your chance to explain why the statement in the document isn’t true or why 
the request shouldn’t be done. Not responding in time can lead to you losing automatically. You 
better make sure to answer fast!
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Counterpetition:

In some cases, the responding party may choose to file a counterpetition along with their response. 
A counterWhen you respond to a petition in court, you can also submit your own legal argument 
called a counterpetition. This document can tackle topics like child support or who gets what 
property. It’s a chance for you to put forward your own thoughts and demands, so you get the best 
possible outcome.

Timing and Filing Deadlines:

If you’ve been served with a petition in Nevada, you need to act fast to protect your legal rights! 
Make sure you file your response and counterpetition within the specified timeframe. Otherwise, the 
court may not consider all of your arguments or requests. Don’t wait—act now for the best possible 
outcome!

Considerations for the Response and Counterpetition:

When writing your response and counterpetition, it’s important to think about the claims made in the 
petition. Talk with a lawyer to understand the legal side of things. Collect any evidence that justifies 
your point of view. If there are kids involved, remember to always focus on what’s best for them too. 
Finally, be sure to explain exactly what you want using clear language and good reasons.

Amending the Response and Counterpetition:

When things change, it’s helpful to update your documents. An experienced lawyer can guide 
you through making changes to your response and counterpetition. Taking the time to review your 
situation can ensure that your rights are fully protected.  If you need to change your documents, 
make sure all necessary updates are properly made.

In a family court trial in Nevada, both parties get the chance to explain their side. Both sides also get to 
make sure that their rights are respected. It’s important to work with an expert lawyer who can make sure 
your arguments and requests are taken seriously. Together, you can create a strong response that protects 
your interests and ensures fairness.

DISCOVERY
Finding evidence is a crucial part of solving any problem. We can get more information through requests, 
questions, interviews, and orders. Figuring out all the facts can help us craft a solid argument and better 
understand our opponent’s point of view. Let’s uncover the truth together!

Purpose of Discovery:

Exploring the facts of the case is essential for a fair fight. Discovering all the information helps 
everyone understand what’s really going on and to not be taken by surprise during the trial. It also 
brings more clarity, so both sides can present their case confidently. That’s the power of disclosure: 
it makes sure that everyone’s playing on an even field.
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Types of Discovery Methods:

Nevada allows various methods of discovery, including:

	◊ Interrogatories: These are questions that you have to answer truthfully in writing. 
Interrogatories let you ask about money, possessions, debts, and other important stuff 
related to your case. Get all the info you need by answering these special inquiries!

	◊ Requests for Production: These are written requests for important materials like financial 
statements, emails or pictures.

	◊ Depositions: Deposition time is a chance to get sworn statements from those involved in the 
case. It’s like an interview, taking place in a lawyer’s office, and every word is recorded 
by a court reporter. It’s an opportunity for the opposing sides to ask direct questions and 
uncover valuable evidence.

	◊ Requests for Admissions:If you’re involved in a legal battle, requests for admissions 
could be your best tool. They help narrow down what’s still being argued and make sure 
everyone is on the same page. It’s an easy way to move forward without the drama.

	◊ Subpoenas: Got some legal questions? A subpoena can help you get the answers. It’s a 
court-ordered request to hand over documents or give testimony. It’s like a key that unlocks 
the door to helpful evidence and expert opinions.

Discovery Deadlines and Responses:

If you are involved in a case in Nevada, there are specific timeframes when requests and 
information must be provided. Sticking to these deadlines helps keep the process running smoothly 
so all parties can get the best outcome. If you receive a request for something, respond promptly. 
Don’t let too much time pass!

Protective Orders:

If you think your case needs it, you can ask the court to protect you from having to give certain 
information. The court will make sure that the request isn’t too hard or private for you, and it’s 
related to the case. It’s a good idea to get help from a lawyer if you want to try to get this special 
kind of protection.

Compliance with Discovery Requests:

Both parties are legally obligated to comply with valid discovery requests and provide complete 
and accurate information and documents. Failure to comply with discovery obligations may result in 
court-imposed sanctions, such as fines or adverse evidentiary rulings.

Expert Witnesses:

In a legal case, experts can jump in to help answer questions and give their opinion. An expert 
might be a professional in finance, psychology, or medicine, among other areas. Usually this is all 
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worked out during the fact-finding phase known as discovery. So when you’ve got a tricky court 
case, don’t forget that experts are ready to lend a helping hand!

Gathering evidence is a crucial step for anyone going to family court. A lawyer can help you understand 
your rights and make sure you have all the information you need to make your case as strong as possible. 
Don’t miss out on this essential opportunity — it could be the deciding factor in your success!

PRETRIAL CONFERENCES
Before the trial, the court sets up pre-trial meetings for all involved. This is a chance to talk about the case, 
look into settling, and get rid of any arguments that aren’t needed. The court will also suggest ways to 
resolve disagreements without going to trial, like mediation. Come prepared and ready to make a deal!

Purpose of Pre-trial Conferences:

Attending pre-trial conferences is a great way for everyone involved in the case to make sure 
they’re ready for trial. They help us sort out any issues, so that when we get to court it goes 
quicker and smoother. It’s also an opportunity to try and settle the case before things become too 
complicated.

Scheduling and Notice:

Attendance at the pre-trial conference is an important part of the process! The court will notify 
everyone involved, so be sure to show up on time and in the right place. Missing your conference 
could have serious consequences, so make sure you do your part!

Matters Discussed in Pre-trial Conferences:

During pre-trial conferences, the court will ask everyone about the status of the case. The judge will 
check if any issues need to be resolved. They’ll also encourage you to work out an agreement so 
that the matter can be solved without going to court. Both sides need to share what evidence they 
plan to show at trial. The judge will also consider any legal disputes that have been brought up. 
Finally, the court will sort all the details to make sure everything runs smoothly and the trial starts on 
time.

Orders and Agreements:

After the pre-trial talks, the court might set out instructions on what needs to be done before the trial. 
These orders could involve things like when to file important forms, share evidence, and any other 
things to get ready. Make sure you stay on track so nothing is missing when it’s time for court.

Compliance with Pre-trial Orders:

Following the court’s orders is super important—they’re not optional! If you don’t comply, it could 
mean excluding evidence or getting fined. So, stick to the rules and stay in the clear.
Pre-trial conferences are big moments before a family court trial in Nevada. Sitting down to talk 
about case management, considering options for settlement and getting ready for the trial will 
make everything easier. Get professional help from a knowledgeable lawyer to help make the pre-
trial conference a success!
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MOTIONS
In family court cases, there are lots of ways to ask the judge for help. You can ask for things like 
information from the other person, special orders while you wait for a decision, or to make certain things 
not count. It’s important to know the laws and time limits in Nevada if you want to file a motion. Get 
informed so you can take control of your case!

Purpose of Motions:

Filing motions is like asking the court for permission to do something. It’s a way of addressing 
different difficulties that come up during the case. You can use motions to make sure you understand 
the law, sort out procedures, get what you want, or challenge what has already been done.

Types of Motions:

There are various types of motions that can be filed in family court cases in Nevada. Some common 
types include:

	◊ Motion to Dismiss: A motion to dismiss asks the court to dismiss all or part of a case. 
Usually, these types of motions are brought when the allegations or claims are legally 
insufficient, the court lacks jurisdiction, or there are procedural defects.

	◊ Motion for Temporary Orders: Parties can file a motion for temporary orders to request the 
court to issue temporary rulings on matters such as child custody, visitation, child support, 
spousal support, or property use during the pendency of the case.

	◊ Motion for Summary Judgment: A motion for summary judgment asks the court to decide 
the case in favor of one party without a trial. This motion is typically filed when there are no 
genuine issues of material fact and one party is entitled to judgment as a matter of law.

	◊ Motion to Compel Discovery: If a party believes that the other party is not adequately 
responding to discovery requests or is withholding relevant information, they can file a 
motion to compel. This motion asks the court to order the other party to comply with their 
discovery obligations.

	◊ Motion to Modify: After a final judgment or order has been issued, a party may file a 
motion to modify the judgment or order, seeking changes to child custody, visitation, child 
support, spousal support, or other related matters. This motion is typically filed when there 
has been a significant change in circumstances.

	◊ Motion for Contempt: If a party fails to comply with a court order, the other party may file 
a motion for contempt, seeking to hold the non-compliant party in contempt of court. This 
motion asks the court to enforce the original order and potentially impose sanctions or 
penalties.
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Filing and Response Deadlines:

Nevada’s rules of civil procedure specify the timeframe within which motions must be filed and 
responded to. The party filing the motion is responsible for serving the other party with a copy of 
the motion and any supporting documents. The other party then has a specified period to file a 
response or opposing arguments.

Motion Hearings:

In some cases, the court may schedule a motion hearing to allow the parties to present their 
arguments. The court will listen to both sides, review the written motion and response, and make a 
ruling on the motion. It is important to prepare well for motion hearings, as they can significantly 
impact the outcome of the case.

Appeals of Motion Rulings:

If you’re unhappy with the court’s decision on a motion, don’t worry - there may be room to 
challenge it! But you must prove that the judge made a mistake in law or was unfair when deciding. 
So, take this opportunity to stand up for what you believe in!

Legal Representation and Motions:

Figuring out the legal process of a family issue can be tricky. So, to get the best result, it’s wise 
to have an expert lawyer on your side. They’ll guide you in the right direction, argue your case 
powerfully, and make sure that all the paperwork is done correctly — so you can persuade the 
court to see your point of view.

In Nevada, motions are important tools in family court that can help you get the relief you’re looking for. 
An attorney can make sure you understand everything about filing and responding to motions. This will 
ensure your case is effectively represented and your rights are protected. Get an experienced lawyer who 
knows how to make motions work for you!

SETTLEMENT NEGOTIATIONS
Looking for a peaceful solution? Negotiations between parties in family court can happen at any time, 
even before or during a trial! The court may encourage you to find an agreement that works so the case 
doesn’t have to go all the way. If everyone agrees, you’ll make a formal settlement document that the 
judge reviews and signs. All done!

Purpose of Settlement Negotiations:

Settlement negotiations are an opportunity for families to work together outside of court. It’s a way 
to take charge of the outcome of their case and, more often than not, can be resolved faster and at 
lower cost than a trial.

Informal Negotiations:

Negotiations for a settlement can happen between the two sides, their legal representatives, and 
maybe an expert to help. They’ll talk about what each side wants, worries about, and agrees on. 
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This way, they can find a solution that works for everyone.

Mediation:

Mediation is a way to solve disagreements between people with help from someone who is neutral. 
A mediator helps the parties talk about their different views and look for agreement. Mediation can 
be court-ordered or voluntary, and the mediator does not decide who is right or wrong; instead, 
they help the participants find a solution that works for everyone.

Benefits of Settlement:

Settlement negotiations offer several potential benefits, including:

	◊ a. Control over the Outcome: Parties can craft a resolution that aligns with their unique 
circumstances and preferences. This is preferred over leaving the decision in the hands of 
the court.

	◊ b. Time and Cost Savings: Settling a case can reduce the time, expenses, and emotional toll 
associated with a trial. Avoiding lengthy litigation can also help preserve relationships. This 
is especially true when ongoing co-parenting or family dynamics are involved.

	◊ c. Flexibility and Creativity: Settlement agreements allow for customized solutions. These 
agreements can better meet the parties’ individual needs and interests. This flexibility can 
lead to more satisfactory outcomes for both sides.

	◊ d. Privacy: Settlement negotiations are typically confidential. This means that the 
agreement’s details are kept from the public. This can help maintain the privacy of sensitive 
information or personal matters. 

Settlement Agreement:

When two people come to an agreement, they typically write it down in a settlement document. 
This document has the details of what both parties agreed on, like who gets to keep what and how 
much money one person needs to give the other. The document then goes to a judge, so that the 
judge can make it official by signing it into an order.

Court Approval:

In family court cases, the court will check if the agreement is fair for everyone before making it 
official. If everything is okay, the court will make a special document called a final order that makes 
the agreement legally binding. This means everyone must follow all of the rules in the agreement.

Negotiating a settlement can be a great way to resolve disagreements and protect your rights. It’s 
important to go into negotiations with an open mind, readiness to work together, and knowledge 
of what you’re entitled to. A lawyer can help you think through your options and make the best 
decisions. But if talking it out isn’t possible or doesn’t seem like the right option, you may have to 
wait until the judge makes a decision.
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TRIAL PREPARATION
Preparing for a family court trial in Nevada is an important step. This involves gathering information, 
finding people to testify, and thinking about the best way to present your case in court. Here are some 
more details about trial preparation:

Evidence Gathering:

During trial prep, you need to collect all the pieces of evidence related to your arguments. This 
could include documents, banking statements, pictures, messages, and any other information that 
may be important for what you are arguing about. Make sure to look through everything so that the 
court finds it relevant and can use it in the trial.

Witness Identification and Preparation:

Gathering witnesses is an important part of getting ready for a trial. These can be people with 
special knowledge, people who know the accused, or people who know something about what 
happened in the case. It’s important to talk to the witnesses, make sure they understand what they 
will say, and think about how their answers could be challenged in court.

Trial Strategy and Theme:

Developing a trial strategy involves analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of your case. You will 
need to figure out the most effective way to present your arguments and evidence. This includes 
identifying the key issues, outlining the order and sequence of presenting evidence, and crafting a 
persuasive narrative or theme that aligns with your desired outcome.

Preparing Trial Exhibits:

Exhibits are like pictures that lawyers use to make their case in court. They might be maps, photos, 
or other visuals which prove what happened. It’s important to get these visuals ready ahead of time, 
so that they can be put up in court and allowed as evidence. That way the lawyers can help make 
their points clear and convincing.

Witness and Exhibit Lists:

When you’re in court, it’s important to keep things organized. That’s why making a list of witnesses 
and evidence is so important. The witness list includes the people who will talk to the judge, along 
with a summary of what they’ll say. The exhibit list has all the documents, photos, or other things that 
will be shown to the judge. With these lists, you won’t miss anything and the trial can go smoothly.

Pretrial Motions:

As you get ready for a trial, lawyers from either side might submit “pretrial motions”. These are legal 
papers that can affect how the trial runs. They could involve deciding which evidence should be 
allowed or asking for a special order to protect someone’s privacy. It’s important to have a lawyer 
review which motions to file and deal with any legal matters before the trial starts.

Witness Subpoenas and Notifications:

If needed, parties can use witness subpoenas to make sure important witnesses go to court. 
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Subpoenas are like orders from a judge that tell people when and where to be in court and what to 
say. It’s also important to let witnesses know the details of the trial so they can come prepared.

Final Trial Preparation:

Before a trial, it’s vital to get ready. That means going through all documents and preparing 
witnesses so they know what to say. It also includes making sure you have everything you need 
for the trial, such as paperwork, evidence, and resources. Being prepared will make the trial go 
smoother!

Before you make your case in court, you should be prepared. A family law attorney can be a great help 
with this process. They’ll look at what evidence and witnesses are important. The will also decide the best 
way to explain things during the trial. Finally, the can make sure all the steps for the hearing go smoothly. 
Working with an attorney will help make sure you present your strongest argument.

THE ACTUAL TRIAL
The actual trial is the culmination of the family court process in Nevada. It is the stage where parties 
present their case, call witnesses, introduce evidence, and make legal arguments before the judge. Here 
are some additional details about the actual trial:

Trial Procedures and Opening Arguments:

When a trial starts, the attorneys of each side will give an introduction to the case. Within their 
speech, they will discuss the main points and show off what proofs and evidence they have 
prepared. Who speaks first depends on who pursued legal action first. After these opening 
statements, the trial can continue.

Presentation of Evidence:

During a trial, both sides submit evidence to back up what they are saying. This might include things 
like witness accounts, documents, pictures, specialist statements, and more. They then question the 
witnesses or other people involved, to get more information. The court can also ask extra questions 
if something needs to be better understood or challenged.

Examination of Witnesses:

During a court case, questioning witnesses is an important part of the process. First, the person 
presenting their case will ask questions to the witness to find out important information. Then, the 
lawyer from the other side will ask questions to make sure the witness is telling the truth and that 
their testimony is reliable. It’s vital to be ready to ask questions and challenge the witnesses so you 
can give a convincing argument.

Objections:

During a court trial, lawyers for each side may challenge the other’s questions or the permission 
to use evidence. These challenges, called objections, can be made when a question or piece of 
evidence is not following specific laws. The judge decides if the objection should be allowed or not. 
It is important to know when to make an objection and when to respond to one. Understanding the 
rules of evidence is vital.
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Closing Arguments:

During a trial, each side has the chance to explain why they should win. Attorneys make closing 
arguments to remind the judge of important facts and how they believe these facts should affect the 
decision. The goal of these arguments is to persuade the judge to reach their desired outcome.

Final Decision:

Once both sides of the case have presented their evidence and argued their points, the judge 
will review it all. They will look at the laws of Nevada and consider what is best for any children 
involved. The judge may decide right after the trial or may need some time to think carefully about 
everything. In the end, they will issue a final judgment which states their decision.

When a family court case goes to trial, it is an important stage. During this time, both parties present 
their evidence and make arguments for why they should get the outcome that they want. It’s important to 
have a lawyer who specializes in family law who can help you through this phase. A family court lawyer 
can explain how the process works, and represent your rights in court. This will increase your chances of 
having a successful result.

POST-TRIAL MOTIONS
Post-trial motions are legal requests made by parties after the trial has concluded in a family court case 
in Nevada. These motions provide an opportunity to address specific issues, seek modifications, or 
challenge certain aspects of the trial court’s decision. Here are some additional details about post-trial 
motions:

Purpose of Post-Trial Motions:

After a trial ends, parties can take extra steps to seek clarification, change the court’s ruling, or 
challenge mistakes made by the court. These steps are known as post-trial motions. For example, if 
something in the court’s judgment isn’t clear, you can ask the court for an explanation. You can also 
try to get the ruling changed if there have been significant changes since it was issued. Lastly, you 
can correct errors in the court’s decision if it was based on incorrect facts or law.

Timeframe for Filing:

In Nevada, if you want to challenge something that happened in court, you need to act fast. The 
specific time you have to file the paperwork depends on what kind of case it is. It’s important to talk 
to a lawyer as soon as possible to make sure you don’t miss any deadlines.

Content and Format of the Motion:

After a trial is finished, you may want to make a motion to change something about how the trial 
was held or its results. To do this, you must write out your motion on paper. This paper should state 
the name of the case, what you would like to happen, why it should happen (with good reasons), 
and any other evidence or laws that support you. It’s important to explain things clearly and 
provide a strong legal basis for your request.
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Response to Post-Trial Motions:

After one person files a motion in court, the other person has a chance to say their own opinion 
about it. They can say what they disagree with and why they think it shouldn’t be allowed. The 
judge looks at both sides before deciding what to do.

Court’s Ruling on Post-Trial Motions:

After looking at the information and facts from the trial, the court will decide what to do. They might 
give what was asked for, say no to the motion, or hold a special meeting to discuss more. The 
court’s decision could mean changing the verdict, adding extra details, or taking another action.

After a family court trial, there is an opportunity for either side to ask the court for clarifications or 
changes. It’s important to talk with a lawyer who knows the law if you are considering asking the court 
for help. The lawyer can help you understand how that part of the law works and can make sure your 
interests are represented. They will also make sure your rights are respected as you seek to get the 
outcome you want.

APPEALS
If you think the court made a mistake or its decision wasn’t just, you have the right to challenge it in a 
higher court. To do this, you must provide written evidence and might even need to talk to the court. It’s 
important to remember that appealing takes a lot of time and can be confusing. So, if you decide to 
appeal, it’s best to get help from an experienced lawyer.

Grounds for Appeal:

To start an appeal, you must demonstrate that there are legal grounds for the appeal. In Nevada, 
the grounds for appeal generally include:

	◊ Errors of Law: Appellate courts will review the trial court’s application or interpretation of 
the law. You must show that the trial court made an error of law that affected the outcome 
of the case.

	◊ Abuse of Discretion: Appellate courts will examine whether the trial court abused its 
discretion in making certain rulings or decisions. An abuse of discretion occurs when the 
trial court’s decision is deemed unreasonable or arbitrary.

	◊ Prejudicial Errors: You must demonstrate that the errors or mistakes made by the trial court 
were prejudicial, meaning they significantly affected the outcome of your case.

Appellate Court Process:

The appellate court process in Nevada typically involves the following steps:

	◊ Notice of Appeal: If you want to challenge a court ruling, you must tell everyone involved 
by sending a notice of appeal. This statement lets the trial court, the other party, and the 
appeals court know that you plan to look at the decision again.
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	◊ Record on Appeal: To take an appeal to a higher court, you need to make sure you have 
all the details of the case. Gather up all the documents, exhibits, transcripts, and orders that 
were used in the trial court. Then, this record will be examined by the higher court so they 
can make their decision.

	◊ Appellate Briefs: Both sides in the appeal process will have a chance to write briefs 
explaining their points of view. The person appealing will usually ask for the trial court’s 
ruling to be changed or adjusted. The other side’s brief defends the decision made by the 
trial court. It’s essential to include legal arguments and analysis so that each argument is 
supported and clear.

	◊ Oral Arguments: In some cases, the appellate court may schedule oral arguments where 
each party presents their case and responds to questions from the appellate judges. Oral 
arguments provide an opportunity for the parties to further explain their positions and 
address any concerns raised by the appellate court.

	◊ Appellate Decision: After reviewing the facts of the case, the court of appeals will make a 
decision. It could agree with the judge’s ruling, disagree and change it, or send it back for 
another hearing.

Limited Grounds for Appeals:

Appealing to a higher court can be tricky. A higher court will usually accept the facts presented by 
a lower court, but they will check if the law was used correctly. People appealing their case should 
focus on showing that the lower court made either a legal mistake or used its power in an unfair 
way.

Time Limits and Procedural Requirements:

If you plan to file an appeal in Nevada, there are certain deadlines and procedures you must 
adhere to. Missing any of these important steps could mean your appeal is thrown out. To make 
sure the rules and time limits are followed , it’s important to get help from a knowledgeable lawyer 
who specializes in appeals.

Appealing a court’s decision can be a confusing and difficult process. To be successful, it is best to seek 
the help of an experienced attorney who understands the laws and how appeals work. Your attorney will 
be able to determine if your appeal has any chance of success. They can write powerful legal arguments, 
and present them in a compelling way to the appeal court.

COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT OF JUDGMENT
When a court in Nevada makes a decision about a family issue, it’s important for everyone to follow the 
rules. This is called compliance and enforcement. To help make sure that happens, here are some details 
you should know about compliance and enforcement in family court:

Compliance with Court Orders:

Once a judge gives a ruling, everyone has to do what the court tells them. This includes following 
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schedules for seeing your child, paying child support, spousal support and any other payments 
that were ordered. Property must be divided like the court said and any other conditions have to be 
followed, like going to counseling or other classes.

Self-Help Remedies:

If a party fails to comply with the court’s orders, the other party may take certain self-help actions to 
enforce the judgment. These may include:

	◊ Documenting Non-Compliance: Keeping detailed records of the other party’s non-
compliance, including missed visitations, late support payments, or any other violations of 
the court’s orders.

	◊ Communication and Reminder: Attempting to communicate with the non-compliant party to 
remind them of their obligations and seek compliance.

	◊ Mediation or Alternative Dispute Resolution: Engaging in mediation or alternative dispute 
resolution processes to address and resolve compliance issues outside of court.

Court-Initiated Enforcement:

If self-help remedies are unsuccessful or insufficient, the court can be involved in enforcing 
compliance through various enforcement mechanisms. Some common enforcement actions include:

	◊ Contempt Proceedings: Filing a motion for contempt when a party willfully disobeys a court 
order. If found in contempt, the non-compliant party may face penalties, such as fines, 
attorney’s fees, or even imprisonment.

	◊ Wage Garnishment or Income Withholding: Requesting the court to order wage 
garnishment or income withholding to ensure the regular payment of child support or 
spousal support.

	◊ Property Liens: Placing a lien on the non-compliant party’s property, which can be 
enforced to satisfy financial obligations under the court’s order.

	◊ License Suspension: Requesting the suspension of the non-compliant party’s driver’s license, 
professional license, or other licenses as a means of compelling compliance.

	◊ Seizure of Assets: In extreme cases, the court may authorize the seizure of assets or other 
property to satisfy financial obligations or secure compliance with the court’s order.

Modification of Orders:

If something happens that affects a court’s decision, either side can ask for it to be changed. 
They need to show the court there is a big enough reason why the order should be changed. For 
example, if someone’s income or a child’s life changes substantially, they can ask for a modification 
of the order.
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Following the court’s instructions and making sure everyone follows the rules is really important. If people 
have questions about doing this, it might be good to talk to a lawyer who knows about family law.

CONCLUSION
Understanding the comprehensive process of a family court trial in Nevada is crucial for anyone involved 
in a family law case. From filing a petition to the post-trial proceedings, each step requires careful 
attention to detail, adherence to legal procedures, and effective communication with legal counsel. It is 
highly recommended to consult with an experienced family law attorney to guide you through this process 
and protect your rights and interests.


